PEACE NEGOTIATIONS OF1 1870

.sk of creating further troubles of every kind and
.testine warfare, I think the Empress showed her-
ilf quite uninfluenced by dynastic questions and
;rove in every way to create no embarrassment for
lose then engaged in fighting the battles of Prance.
Her attitude was that of a very modern sover-
.gn," a devoted friend has written, "and French
bove all.' * For this reason the Empress would not
3t by herself, although personally she took great
iterest in all the events of the hour. But by de-
sribing the terrible trials of the army of Metz, Gen-
ral Bourbaki destroyed her last illusions and hopes
i that direction. Until then the belief had prevailed
lat the army of the Rhine was capable of playing
n important part and of healing, to a certain extent
t least, the old wounds of the rival parties in
^rance.

Though a sentiment of patriotism, as the Empress
nderstood it, prevented her from personally under-
aking negotiations leading towards a peace, nothing
irevented her from seconding in the interests of
trance, the views of the Government of National De-
ense. This was the moment when M. Thiers was
naking an official diplomatic tour through Europe
n the hope of obtaining the help of the powers in
avor of prostrate France. It will be remembered
hat the venerable statesman was well received
everywhere but could obtain no solid promises ^ of
dd. So, thinking she might be of some little assist-
ince at this juncture the Empress wrote on Septem-
Der 28th to the Emperor of Austria, she had a right
;o suppose and to hope that an effort on her part
tvould not be without some influence on the sover-
eign who some weeks before had promised his alli-
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